Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated
Mu Kappa Omega Chapter - Missouri City, TX.

2012 Black History Program Contest Guidelines
Focus:  This contest is open to ALL students in the Fort Bend Independent School District and Ft. Bend County Private Schools.
Goal:  To challenge and encourage the students within our community to embrace their literary or artistic interests.
Theme:   Grades K – 12 “Our History... Chronicling the Achievements of Modern Day African American Scholars, Activists and Leaders”
All submissions for subcategories (i.e. creative writing, art, and technology competitions) MUST reflect the theme of this contest. All media/technology entries must truly be the work of the student and realistically represent the age, grade, and developmental skill of the student.
Teacher Incentive: To show our appreciation to the educator, the members of AKA-MKΩ Chapter will send a “Letter of Recognition” to the principals of each of the teachers, whose students win 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place prizes, in each category.
Creative Writing Requirements
 This part of the contest will demonstrate the varied uniqueness of the student’s creativity and imagination in writing form.  
1. All submissions must be the original work of the student and no part of the submission should be a duplication of another’s work. All submissions should contain work cited and bibliography if applicable. Students are to submit any of the following fiction or non-fiction styles of writing:
a. Poetry
b. Essay

2. The students must follow these requirements for their grade level:
a. Primary - Kindergarten through Second Grade Students:
-no word count limits
-may be handwritten …but MUST be legible

b. Intermediate -  Third through Fifth Grade Students:
-word count maximum: 400  words
-may be typed (double spaced) or handwritten…but MUST be legible

c. [bookmark: _GoBack]Middle – Sixth through Eighth Grade Students:
-word count maximum: 500 words
-may be typed (double spaced) or handwritten…but MUST be legible

d. High - Ninth through Twelfth Grade Students:
-word count maximum: 600 words
-must be typed (double spaced)

3. All grades must submit their work on standard 8 ½” x 11” white paper (lined or unlined).
4.  Whole class assignments should not be submitted.  Please critique the entries and send the most competitive ones.

Art Requirements
  The artwork should demonstrate the uniqueness of the student’s creativity and imagination.  
This category may include drawings and/or paintings.  Entries should be submitted on a 12”x18” or 18”x24” poster board.  Each student should include at least a one sentence summary describing his/her interpretation of their submission and how it relates to the theme.
Art submissions should NOT include magazine clippings or duplications of other artistic pieces and/or artifacts, glass, and metal.  All submissions should reflect the theme for this contest and be of original content.
Technology Requirements

 This part of the contest will demonstrate the uniqueness of the student’s creativity and imagination by combining the art of storytelling with multimedia (images, graphics, video clips, music and/or sound).

1. All submissions must be original and can not violate copyright infringement.
2. All submissions should contain works cited and bibliography if applicable. 
3. Students are to submit any of the following formats:  Microsoft PowerPoint, AVI format, or WMV format.
4. Submissions should not exceed 2 minutes in length. 

Entry Deadline:
The deadline for receiving ALL entries is February 3, 2012.  After this date no entries will be accepted.  All entries are to be sent to Fahmi Khan, Fine Arts, Armstrong Elementary.

On the back of each writing and art entry (in the upper left-hand corner) each student must list the following:
a. Student’s Name
b. Grade
c. School
d. Teacher’s Name and Teacher’s email address
e. Student’s Home Phone Number

Technology Entries are to be sent electronically to:  bhcontest@mukappaomega.com
All entries must contain a page or slide with the following information:
a. Student’s Name
b. Grade
c. School
d. Teacher’s Name and Teacher’s email address
e. Student’s Home Phone Number
Judging Guidelines

Only entries of superior quality that have met ALL requirements will be judged. 

Judging will be based on clarity of thoughts, creativity, neatness, general attractiveness, principles of the English language, and interpretation of the theme. Winners will be selected based on the decision of the judges. Prizes awarded for each category and grade level will be determined by the AKA –MKΩ Black History Committee members, based on the competitiveness of the entries submitted. Therefore, 1st, 2nd and 3rd place prizes may not be awarded in every category and/or grade level.

All winners will be notified in advance.  Winners are then asked to present their submissions at the Mu Kappa Omega Chapter – Black History Awards Program on February 19, 2012.  

This year’s program will be held from 2:00pm – 4:00pm at the Sweetwater Country Club, 4400 Palm Royale Blvd., Sugar Land, TX. 77479.

Winning art entries will be returned to the students after the awards presentation.  All other entries will only be returned upon request.

Prizes will include Gift Cards, Trophies, and much more.  Winners will be featured in local publications in the community.  
PUBLIC SPEAKING GUIDELINES
This part of the contest will demonstrate the varied uniqueness of the student’s creativity and imagination in public speaking.

GENERAL CRITERIA
1. The competition is open to all students in FBISD in 3 categories of oratorical competition:
ELEMENTARY (grades K-5)
INTERMEDIATE (grades 6-8)
HIGH SCHOOL (grades 9-12)
2.	All participants must register on-line no later than FEBRUARY 3, 2012 at bhcontest@mukappaomega.com
3. 	Judges will hear all contestants on February 11, 2012.
			Location:  COVENANT GLEN CHURCH, 401 Present Street, Missouri City
			Time:	12:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
4. 	The winning student from each category will perform their speech at the AWARDS EVENT on Sunday, February 19, 2012.
Location:    SWEETWATER COUNTRY CLUB, 4400 Palm Royale, Sugar Land
Time:	2:00 pm – 4:00 pm
PERFORMANCE CRITERIA
1. The topic of the speech must be based on the Black History Contest theme.
2. Each contestant must state their topic in the opening of their presentation.
3. Official timing begins immediately after the contestant states their topic.
4. All greetings to judges & audience should precede the announcement of the topic.  
5. The time allowed for the speech is:
ELEMENTARY – no more than 3 minutes
INTERMEDIATE – no more than 4 minutes
HIGH SCHOOL – no more than 5 minutes
6. Each contestant will be assigned a number for identification purposes so there will be no need to state your name, grade or school.

PUBLIC SPEAKING JUDGING CRITERIA
(Each contestant will be individually judged based on the following components :)

ORAL PRESENTATION (50 PTS)			PLATFORM & ACTIONS CONDUCT (20 PTS)
Voice quality (10)					Appearance (5)
Pronunciation (10)					Poise (5)
Articulation (10)					Gestures (5)
Inflection (10)					Eye contact (5)
Knowledge of Material (10)				
CONCEPTS OF THE SPEECH (30)
Originality (20)
						         Related to the Black History theme (10)
 
JUDGING PENALTIES:
Reading the presentation           -5 pts 		Failure to state topic 		    	- 5 pts
Use of props or costume	    -5 pts		            More than 15 seconds over time   	- 1 pt					
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